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2. fAr)' O.
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2. ALEXAN:J:;R I.:A3HINGTON 3. Laura J

GRAY b.
2 JOliN GRAY b. Sept. 16. 1816 d.. Williamson Co.. Ten" "'. !'h11 ip I~

1). Mo:!~ 15, 1760 d. Oct. 2, 1883 4. JO3:;PH r.L~X,
Halifax Co.. Va. W111 i..ms"n "0.. Tenn b. ,oeb. 25.

.- d. June 8. 1838 m. MAria Moore ~'hompso iollJiams'
"'illi~.,son':o TN on Nov. 12, 1840 d. Apr. 8. :. ., b.Dec.3.1820 m.R.'ch~1i,

m. Ann~y Pr1c d. Oct. 28. 1888 on JRn. 3.
b.Ju1J'14,l b.Ja'I."d.June 15. 1 '" d. Dec. E,

5. :;usnn ,.:. CoMoved from H~:ifax b. 1~
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A.LEXJ."'DER GRAY Son Co.. Tenn. 6 '1.
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d.. b. 7. JuliA! ':'~",I'
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" on IJec, 17. 1642 9. }"'te.E. ;':-".

.. -. "' b. r;ov. 8. 18~. .f d. "...,. ;:~. 19'
8. A. t:. Storf

on Feb. 10,
- 10. .i11iam lia~

b. I ,r. 25, 1;
d. Apr. 30, l'
ft'. ".ary Li,.zi.

11. t...rg"ret A.
b. "an. 8, 18~
d. Oct. 4, 191

, 12. Susan h.
.b. Apr. 9. 18!
d.

J. T. Shie:
1.. Eugenia GrAY

. JOHN BLACYJ.:AN GRAY. b. Nov. 27. 1~
b. Arr. ]2, 1B28 d. Nov. 20. 11

~ d. AuC. 13, 1919 2. Inf~nt son
m.1st ".arearet B. b. :;"pt. 27. )
_.(1832 -,,1859).""'." - d. Sept. 28, J
m.2ndMaI"J'Jan~F1ippen . Elizabeth Gr,

(1838 - 1907) b. )
,- d

, RY GRAY .' Wilson ~'rice
Mar. 24,1830 1i. Nov. 15, lE

" July 3. 1842 d~ Jan. 21,. 1~

. TABITH:' Gi.AY m. Eugenia 1\0:
b. 1832 -. J~nn1~ Gr.,.
d. :'ei'l.. 12. 1:::,4 b. 1863

d.
. H4~A EL17.AB,;Tii GRI.Y m. J"m~s A. B

b. 1836 {1. lAnd 'Jj. By~
g: John M. Byers

,
I 1. E: W. GRAY. 1. Susan Ann 1

2. J~~ ~:. GRAY (1837 - (1843 -
b. 1790 2. WILLIAM F. GRAY m. W. F. Elld. (18J7 - ' 2. Charles H.

~ ",. Lucinda Owen 3. JOHN P. GRAY (1845 -
1-. on l,ov.26, 18;; (1839 - m. Alabamgl Willia.onson Co., Te .4. WUISA GRAY 3. Jo~eph.iJ1e I
~ Listed in GreenCo.,M (1843 - (1849 -
I' 1650 Census 5. MARTHA GRAY 4. John Stoke:

(1848 - (1847 - 18~
b. inHo. : 5. James Pric!

~
f (1851 - 18':

,}. JOR!: G?AY, .T?. 1. "oARY A1:!N GE.P.Y 6. F. 10:.
i!:. 1791 (1622 - 1669)

I ~ d. rn.F.H.Davi~ 7.W. S.
f 1:1. Susan Blacl=n 2. A.'ffl I~. GRAY
~ on Nov. 16, 1820 (1824 - 6. Mary Lucinc
l 3. JAMES PRICE GRAY 9. Sallie E. I
( 00(1627 - 1664) -.L.(1868 - 19~

f ! 4. HUiRY T. GPAY 4. ALEXANDER N. GRAY lO.Daniel Clifi i b. 1791 (1830 - .[1. Nancy T. Gl
I ,d, m.Se.rah 5. Lucn,DA F. GRAY { 1. John 5. D.f (1831-- 185 )

5. ~:ILLI~4 GRAY m. James D. Austin
. l b. 1796 6. SUSAN LEBITHA GRAY 1. John D. Ph:f Halifax Co., Va. ( 1837 -
i m. Phipps . Catherine (

~ 7. ~'I:.LIA1:: F, GRAY ,2. Susan Gra.Y
t (1825 - .3. Franklin D.( ~ m. Sophia Stockett 4. Mary Grav
: (1824 - 1876) 5. Ja!:".es Gr~Y

~ ; t . JAJoIES P. GRAY 6. Elijah W..(
f :. 6. ELIJAH GRAY (1832 - d. June 12
I . b. 1800 2. SUSAN GRAY 7. John 5unY:l:
t ; Halifax Co., Va. (IS37 - d. Ju...e 12,
;. d. 3. 8. Lucinda E.
i d. Ju."1e 27,
~ 11'.. Anna Brooks 1. MARY :':~N SHM'!,ON : 9. William Sp\
I on Oct. e, 1823 (1826 - 1850) - b. I-:ay 1, :

m. Daniel Robison d. Jan. 7,
j 7. I.~~.Y ANN GRAY 2. JAMES THO!4AS SHAm,ON
~ b. Aug. 15, 1802 (1832 - 1912)
i . H:l1ifax Co., \'a. rn. Cordelia Bittick
t ! d. Aug. ;, 1861 3. GEORGE A. SH,~.OI,. ! Wil1iarn~on Co.Tenn (1834-i 1:1. James Sha.'1nO" 4. JOIn, GRAY SHANNON

on June 9, 1625 (18.36-
.-~ " (1799 - 1866) 5..wnLIAl4 ROBUiT.~. . ... t (1840- SHANNOO .

T:, 1;- -- -- - - . 8. jJ,l,A GRAY 1. ".tJ':'J »!N DUBE!RY t1'i 1" i b.l-lar. 31, 1805 (1826-1852) O;,~

:.~ . '.; l Ha~ifax Co., Va. m. David F. Collins
Sl" d. April, 1840 2. BENJAMII, FP.ANJa.n:
y. . Williamson Co.,Te O~
~¥'- 'r t J:I. Everett o en 3. Jom! PRICE ~ --

'.. on No,.. 11. 1824 (1828 - 1901)
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6. ELIJAH GRAY (1832 - d. June 1~

~ . b. 1800 2. SUSAN GRAY 7. John Buny~
i i lI~lifax Co., Va. (18.37 - d. June 12
:- d. .3. 8. Lucinda E.
; d. June 27
~ J:\. 11r_"1a !3rooks 1. JIAR! ANN SHAJ-INO!~ : 9. William Sp'
I on Oct. 8, 182.3 (1826 - 1850) b. May 1,

m. Daniel Robison d. Jan. 7,1 7. 1,lAIiY ANN GRAY 2. JAJ.!ES THOMAS SHAJII~ON
~ b. Aug. 15, 1802 (1832 - 1912)
i - Hn1ifax Co., '.a. m. Cordelia Bittick
I : d. Aug. 3, 1861 3. GEORGE A. SH/J,~:rnl
, ! Wi1liamsCin Co.'renn (1834 -

; m. James Shann'-:1 4. JOIm GRAY SHANNON
! on June 9, 1625 (1836-

,:-* ,- ,'; (1799 - 1866) 5~ - wn.LIAM RO8Ej!T
~ '..' . -- - - . ,(1840- SIWINOO .- ~. "-".

c - ',-
. 8. AlINA GRAY . ~ A.~ OOB~.RY

~ I b "- .311805 (186 8"? ) OWEN ","i'c",,:'; ..=r. , 2 -1 ~- :"",;j;c~"h...,~i~;':
- ',,", L Halifax Co., Va. m. David F. Collins

~ d. April, 1840 . BENJAKn~ ~n:Ln! ., " ~" "
" ~ .- Williamson Co.,Te Of.IE}! "i'..,;.' ,;",

-..' "", ! m. Everett o-"en . JOIm PRICE 011':11 I. "
--. :. ~ on Nov. 11, 1824 (1828 - 1901) ,$~~

:. i. ; (1792 - 18;9 m. Judith Ann Davis ,-!:)
-~' ,- .

!
8. ALEXANDER GRAY,.. b. ~ "

, ,- Halifax Co., Va. -
d. "",Hickman Co., Tenn. .'

J:\.

Lived for a while in ..
Burke Co., N. C.befor .
Bett1ing 0:1 Gray's

-, ~end, Hiclanan Co., TN
~ri. ,
.. --

" ",
.. '

, t-

"' ~ ~

..' . ,_.. " ,- .

,. 9. GEORGE GRAY
.' b. 1772- -'" Halifax Co., Va.

d. Oct. 2.3, 1851
. ,- Callaway Co., Mo., ; . t'~ . , m. Franc8e Brooks

~: '. on JBJ'!. 10, 1799
'. . ,

.. .
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, THE GRAY FRAMIJ.Y

The John Gray house was the old Puryear Place, which is
now a subdivision. John Gray, (1760-1838) married Annie Price in
1784. He was in Williamson County by 1811, having come from
Halifax County, Virginia. He was the son of Alexander Gray from
Scotland.

In 1813 he bought 100 acres from James Cockrell and
built a fine home. A part of it was damaged and had to be
rebuilt.

His daughter Anney Gray married Everett Owen. They
continued to live in the house.

Marr iaf!.es -- Will iamson COl.ln ty

Alexander W. Gray to Mariah M. Thompson 1840
Archibald Gray to Nancy Kirby 1817
Charles H. Gray to Sarah E. Hughes 1836
Daniel Gray to Nancy Pewett 1810
Elijah Gra to Anna Brooks 1823 by Geo Shannon
Harry Gray to Parmelia Turner 1835 by Gilbert Marshall
Harvey Gray to Malinda Wood 1831
Henry Gray to Deliah Nolen 1822 Bd James Shannon
Henry Gray to Sarah Owen 1827 by G. Hunt
Henry P. Gray to Sarah Jane Southall 1844 by M. L. Andrews
James Gray to Elizabeth Adams 1808 Bd. Woodson Hailey
James Gray to Lucy Sledge 1820
James Gray to Mary Ann McDaniel 1836 by Joel Anderson
James A. Gray to Martha A. McCrady 1837 by John P. McCay
James W. Gray to Lucinda H. Owen 1833 by Jas. King
John Gray, Jr. to Susan Blackman 1820 by P. Russell
John D. Gray to Cecilia C. McCrady 1837 by Robert Davis
Joseph L. Gray to Polly Crowder 1825
Price Gray to Tilpha Blackman 1810
Robert Gray to Patsey M. Holland 1822
Sandford F. Gray to Elizabeth B. Ormes 1824 by G. Hunt
Thomas W. Gray to Sally Stone 1824 by G. Hunt
William Gray to Mancy Mayes 1815
William Gray to Susan P. Brooks 1837
William Gray to Mary W. Greeman 1847
William F. Gray to Sophia Stockett 1848 by James Marshall

.
There is a Gray Cemetery in the 6th District on Sneed Road.
Elijah Gray, son of W. F. and S. Gray, d. 1864, 6 years old
James Price Gray, 1827-1864
John Bunyan Gray, 1864, 4 years old
Sarah E. Phipps Gray, wife of A. N. Gray 1829-1892 ~
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Sophia Gray 1824-1876 '

Susan C. Gray) Wifee of W. F. gray) 1833-1905

Buried in the Gray Cemetery on the Puryear Place:

Anna Gray 1767-1838 wife of John Gray
John Gray 1760-1838 father of Anna Gray Owen
Anna Owen 1805-1840
Everett Owen 1792 in Sussex Co., Va.) d. 1859
plus Collins, Davis) Gaines and Owens

1813: Doctor Young A. Gray sold 150 acres to Gideon Blackburn on
south side and near Big harpeth bounded by Gray's tract on NW) Wm
McCay on East and Abram Maury on SE corner, Mary DeGraffenried N
line and Joel Parrish on W.

Young A. Gray moved to Alabama.

James Gray died 1809 and left land to his sons James M. and Henry
L. Gray. Their mother had a life estate. She was Sukey Gray.
They sue of division in 1821.

James Gray will dated 1807) probated 1809. Wife Sukey. (.
Daughters Lucy Kearny, Suckey Booker, Sally S. R. Gray. Two
youngest boys James M. and Henry K. Land to be deeded to him by
James Robertson. Rights to undivided land on Diers or Spring
Creek of 3)840 acres granted to Joseph and James Gray north side
of Cumberland in Stewart County. Son Young A. Gray one half
lands in Georgia. Other half to three youngest children. Wm
Dickson named guardian for son James and Young A. Gray guardian
of Henry K. Exts wife Suckey) friend Wm Kickson, son' Young A.
Gray and friend Peter R. Booker.
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1820

Jacclb Gray 000401/00001/3
Price Gray 200020/00100/2 next to James Stanley
John Gray 100211/02001/12
Robert Gray 321201/10010/2 Brentwood area
Henry Gray 3000010/10010/0 next to Luke Pryor
George Gray 110101/22201/0 near the above
Janus Gray 001201/00201/0 next to Standfield
Archibald Gray 100100/00100/0
James Gray 221211/11101/0

1840
Hardy B. Gray 1001/00001
Charles Gray 10002/10001
Price Gray 00120001/102001
John Gray 0030001/110201
Elijah Gray 010001/10110101
James Gray 20001/0001
Henry H. Gray 121101/101101 next to Nolen
Elizabeth Gray 000001/0000001001 next to above
Henry T. Gray 0000001/00001 Brentwood
John G. Gray 00002/10001 Brentwood
James A. Gray 00001/20001 Brentwood
~Tames W. Gray 20001/0000001
William Gray 0000001/00000000000
RobertGray 1121001/120001

1850
Alexander Gray 33 TN
Mariah M. Gray 29 TN
Margaret Z. Gray 8 Tn
Mary O. Gray 6 TN
Margaret Thompson (Black) 70 Va.

Henry P. Gray 26 Tn
Sarah J. Gray 26 TN

Susanna Gray 48 Va
Jane Gray 29 Tn
William Gray 29 TN
Sarah Gray 18 TN

Minerva Gray 13 Tn

Price Gray 63 Va
Mary J. Gray 45 Tn .

John B. Gray 22 Tn
Martha E. Gray 14 Tn

John Gray ~19 Va
Susan Gray 47 Tn
Ann Gray 26 Mo

, ec';'",';""""",'i'.""""
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James Gray 23 Mo '

Alexander Gray 20 Tn
Lucinda Gray 19 Tn
Lebetha Gray 13 Tn
Benjamin Brown 20 TN

William F. Gray 24 Tn
Sophia Gray 24 Tn
Katherine Gray 3/12 Tn

Robert Gray 63 Ky
Martha Gray 50 Va
Joel A. Gray 22 Tn
Sarah Gray 18 Tn
Samuel Gray 20 Tn
Frances Gray 15 Tn
Robert Gray 12
America Gray 11

James Gray 32 Tn
Mary A. Gray 27 Tn
Jno W. Gray 12
David Gray 10
Andrew Gray 8
Nancy Gray 6
Henry Gray 4
Robert Gray 2

James A. Gray 36 Va
Martha Gray 24 TN
Martha A.E. 12, Nancy E. W. 10, James A. Jr. 8, Sarah J. 6,
Joseph H. 4, Frances 3, Richard W. 1 (next to Hadley)

H. H. Gray 51 Va
Dilly 49 Tn
John B 19, Jane 14, Joseph H. 11, Fanny 9, and Delila 7

W. Gray 28 Tn
M. Gray 21 Tn
R. 2 and S. 3/12

.
J. Gray 23 Tn
S. Gray 20 N. C.
R. 1

.
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'OUR GRAY FAMILY

Compiled irJ. Celebra-tion of'

My FatherOs 90th Birthday

February 11.p 1975

.~~

.Jane Gray ~ucha_nan ($~. 7t'd ~cZ..,..a )

, ) Ilf ~ ~-<-l.I/l"r~ ./JA. ~. Oak RidgeD Tennessee 37J-30
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FOREWORD

The following sketch on the ancestry of my
father, Joseph Alexarlder Gray, Jre is the
result of two and one half years of sporadic
researche It was irlspired by the autobio-
graphy wr'itten by himp dated January 29p 1964.

The memor'a"DIe occasion of my father's 90th
birthday' provided the impetus to put something
on paper at this time 0 This ar~iversary in
i'tself sets a, records since we know of none
of his progenitors who has reached the age of
four score al-1d tenD

A great deal more time and effort is rleeded
) before a complete family history C8IJ be

, written~ hopefully that will be done by some-
one some daYe In the mea..'1timeD this sketch
which places e~lphasis o~ my father 0 s pa te~nal
ancestry will ser-ve as a basis f.:r more re-
search.

.

)
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A concerted at'tempt has -oeen made to accept as fact only
well-documented informa'tiono An effort has been made to record
references 0 although ~his was handled q~ite c~sually at first
when the cbjec't of i:he r'esearch was simply to ar'..swer a question
or two that arose from the w~i ting of my fat:rler's autobiographyo
If it had riot been fcr my father's J.rtcredible liJemoryp this
project would have been muoh more difficult» if rLot impossible~
since the hcmeplace fire: of 1929 burned all ma'terials that would
[-:.aye been helpful to gerleal.ogical r'essarcho

Most of the re.soJ,lyce materials that t.ave been examined are
deposi ted in the excelle:rl.t: Mr;Clung Historical Collectl,or.. at O'.lr
nearby L~WSOl'l-1\1cGee Library in Knox."ille f or the State Archives
of Tennessee 9 North Carolinap and Vi.rginia a

Cousir"s in various lines were gradually discovered in a
family in which there seemed to be so few descendents. Special
thanks go to Faye Gray of F~anklinp Tenr~fvlh~ got me off to a
good start by copy.1.~g the J,9..-r.es Wo Gray Family Bi"ble irlforma-
tion 2 Louise Shanrion Dedmar.. of Frar.klir.g whose interesting

) letters ~n~ storehol3~~ ,:.f i!1for"f!1~tic;r1 added spar.k to sometime~
long periOQS of f~u:i..tless se,c.rch1ng~ Mrso Ida Nlae Brattor1 arJ.G
Miss Sue Owerl of Fr"a~.klin9 '\Tr10 led V.S to the Joh.'l Gray farmp
the 'iorigi.nal e~ WUliarr.scr. County G.raJi- settlement ¥ Mrs 0 Vj.rgirJ.ia

lVIa Bowman, author of His.t:o!"'i~ WilJiamson Cour!t,. Homes and Sites
who helped us find trle Pr'j.ce Gray cemetery ~ Mrs a Trlomas Eo
Dilworthg of Huntsville9 Alao9 who generously shared her
informa tiorJ. on tr.6 Bl~ck!:lar!. lines f. our t'\TO Buchanan cousins, .(
Bet:sy Ragsdale of NashvJ.ll.e arid H£tf)(\."(d Jor-as, of Cedar Falls f ~1c..JJ ;

Iowap who ar'E'; real .'pl"'OSa, in 'this genealog:" -r..usiness and lots 9"
of fun to boct~ Margaret Gra}. Borlar~on, who s[-~owed her interesi
in the project befor'e he,r 'un.L~imely deathg her daughter Peggy
Twichell, who graciously' S6'rl~:; the Charles Gray Family Bible
records for' copyingp ~!d o";.r" cou.sJ.no Fr'ances Bostickg who added
valuable infoT'mati.orl. 0:1 tha.t lir.e ~ Elizabeth Cook Aberna.thYg
who through the years has bee,n suppor'ti ve ill. marlY ways ~ Jim
Thompson of Knoxvillep whose interest in the Thompson line ha.s
been a real asset; arLd Ca.ther ine Kelly Gill.ia.'Tl of Huntsville»
who generously copied 'the plethora of material. on the Russell
and allied lineso

)
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Part I. ALEXANDER GRAY - ELIZABETH FITZHUGH

) :..~ ~o-u..,-.d
Al though ~fe;:::&~,:e~,:::~" t:he name Gray ar~"Y'.2~ in several

areas of early Virginia, 1 t is no"Vi es'tabl1.shed that ou.r lir.e is

to be traced from or-.e ..A_lexC:'..nde~ Grc-::':;, sigr;.i:t~icantlyp the name

of the descendentp my father, for whom tr.is sketch is being

v:ri tteno Accordi!1g to Willi,am So Bryan in his Pioneer Families-

fM " 01
( " b " h ".,. + h .

)0 lJ.ssourl :ion a .::!.:Jgrap.L lC:.a... SKe "c on Alexander's son George,

Alexander Gray came to th.is country fr'offi Scol:;larld and vias married

to Elizabeth FitZfl","ghf we do no't know where or Wf!eno (The Fitz-

tlugh fami,ly was promi;-ie~it ir-J. thG early his to~y of Virginia, but

no attempt has been !T.\aae to tr"ace .t~e ances.try of Elizabetho)

Research of trle 'virgJ.nia records conce,l"ning the Grays is

incomplete at thi.s .time 0 Th.:; irlfo:=:-mation presented below is

,) from secondary so-.;.r;::.as ar.d deed5 w:-J.i~h were ex8..rnined d'.lring a

fe '" h ~ u 'Y's C.of" :r. ' ese - r, i. ,.,... +'j--p ,r"",p'~ n ~ a S "' t Ar ""'::" res ;' 1 October.. v - .~, ~~, 1 -,. ".1- Y c-" ... va ,t:;- ...,...1., -" ,

19730 It is hoped .tha't at som'e timt1 ,in the i"Il'L;j,r.e more irJ.for-

ma'tion on Alexander Gt'a:,rvf:! f'amilj'" wl,ll come to l.ight.
-,

Alexander Gra.y bought lar":...i" in Halifax C';:':J.n'ty, Vir'ginia

from Will,ia.m BYl,"',j or'. Apr,il 27 II 17610 The purchase price of

tt~e 150 a~res of larid ~Ilyi::ig O:':i tilE'; :-'JJnty lj.ne", (also on the

Nortrl Carolina sta.te li.~l.e), w.as 1 p'Ju.nd g 1.2 shll..l.1,!lgS g and 6
~,

pence 0 ArJ. additional 100 a(~r~s..l was added 'to the origirJ.al pur-

chase at a later dateD r~o record of earlier t.r'ansactions has

been found, although it is quite possible that Aj,exander settled

1
18760) 2/f-Ial~fax County (Va.) De~d Bock Jp 1761-1762, p. 166"

3/Hal~fax Coun~J (Vao) Deed Book 13, po 6, 178~o
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for a short while in the more established eastern counties of

) Virginia prior to the granting of the deed of 1761.

It carl be assuIr1ed tha.t the family of Alexander Gray sup-

ported the revolutionary cause, al.though nothing is yet known of

the active service of family members in the War for Independ.enceo

In 1782, an official entry4 shows that Alexander Gray furnished

the Colonial Army w.i th corn, oats g eta 0- from his storehouses 0.

Alexander and Elizabeth Fitzhugh Gra.y reared their' family

of 6 boys and 3 girlsl,5 in Halifax Count Yo The Halifax County

Tax Lis't of 1785 includesE Alexander Gray as the head of a fam-

ily of "9 white souls" with "1 dwellingVe arl.d "1 other building"

listedi Johrl Gray (our ancestorg who was apparently recently

married at the time1 "2 w-hi te souls p 1 dwelling"; and James Gray

"7 white souls g 1 .jwelling" 0 Alexander Gray apparently died in

,,) 17960 because it was at that time that an administration6 of his

estate was filed by his widow a:-ld administratorp Elizabetho

Elizabeth Fi tzhu.gh Gray is mentiorled again occasionally in

legal recor'ds concerned with the settlemer.t of her husband v s

estateo In addition, on April 30, J..81l, Elizabeth made a gift7

to her grandda!J.ghter Polly GI"ay of v~a negro boy named Manuel

Par'ks, one feather bed, and fu.r:-J.i ture 9 and J head of cattle to 0

We do not know the date of her' deathp but we do know that on

4 \Vao Commissioners Book, LLp p:-I4: "p~~~17 0 (r'eference
from DAR papers of Kathryn Hall Lewis of Sedalia, MooD descen-
dent of Alexander Gray through his son George Gra~.)o

5/James, Johng Alexander, Jr., Robert, George, Henry,
Elizabethg MarYg and Sallyo

61lYlr~inia Vlill s a!ld AdrrliniE~tre. ti.onSJt 16J2-1.800, Torrence 019310 .

7/Ha1ifax Deed Book 23p po 940 Entered on June 24, 18110

)
I
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May 2 p } 81) she was s'till livlrlg at 'the original homepl.ace deeded

) from W:~l.iam Byr'd 0 r't W,3..~ a't, tr.a t 'time tr.2.t her son, Henry,

turned over his 1/';1, share of his fa'ther's estate to a neighbor

in payment of a debt"B

Part rIo JOHN GRAY = ANNEY PRICE

The child!"en cf Alexander a.rid Elizabeth Fitzh;).gh Gray mar-

ried one by one and in some c:as~s settled on nearby farms and

plarita tions D Their" son Johrl (1760-1838 p our a~lcestor) married

Anney Price (1767 ,-18)8), prob;.~bJ.y i!"J. 1784 or 17850 No official

r'ecord of this ma,rr'iage has been fo!J.nd v but family tradition in

the Shannon line of their descendents car-ried the information

through the years 1:;hat Anney was the daughter of Jt;hn Priceo

,} Sure er.v~gh, "".;r1e wl119 01' Jc.r.n P;r:-i:e. vIas pr'C)"ba +.;ed 12"1 H,=:.lifax

COUI"lty on March 12f) 17720 Aru... was the youngest of the 10 child-

r'en mer1tio':-led in his wi].1, and wcu.ld Ila-.."e been 5 yea!"s old at

the time of he::' fa'ther~ s deatho Addi t..:iorJal evidence which sup-

ports t:he c:'laim the.t Price waS' AnneyOs majden ~ame isf) of course,

the fact that JOM and An!1ey rLamea their first child Price, it

being fairly co!rJ!i!on pr'actice for the eldest so:~ to be named for

the wife Os fathero

On July 20, 1786, less 'than a month before his eldest child

was bornp John Gray bought 150 acreslO adjoining his fatherOs

.

9./Torrence, .2.p'o ilio f)

10/Halifax Cour!ty' Deed Book I), po 4490 Enter'ea or. July 20f)

17860

)
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larld cri the South Dar. F.i \;,e:'. H,::, 3.dded to ~r,:is pilr'chase the

~ "I

) fallowing Y~::.:J.~'o'-"" It W;:;S ':"If! th.1S farm ir1 V.irgirda that John and

, . "" 12 \-.
Anney s Cr!1.l.0re:1 ,were: I-,or11.

Eventuall.J' Jrjrill and ~1is br.;;.thers D Alexander 1) Jr'. and George 1)

arld pro'bably o'thers f) co~ld r..:Jt resl s.t the: call of the lands to

the westo On Octobe:,' 2,', :J. 806 0 John Gr'ay ar10 his wife Anne sold

their' 250 acres 0 making p}.r"i:'.s f-:>r the 'Nest rard move vIi th their

or 0 1...a.m1. Yo

I have oft~n w{.\nde!:ed wha't the journey from Central Virginia

to Middle Tennesse,= -.,,.as like l.r! .the ea,rly 1800' s 0 Indians wer.e

stil1, very much a problem a.lCi!'.g the rO1J.t.e f) particularly in the

mountains 0 Even af'ter a::-ri val in tr1e ~et.t.lernents of Middle

Tennessee f) there we.s no guara:r:.'t;ee 8.S 'to safety from Indian attack.

0 f . 1 " - - + - d o h 0 th tFor tl'..'!.s reasorl am.l. 1es "i.J.Sua.i.l:,,' ..'::'3.V,=':"6 .l.n g:!."oups f) .opl.ng a

, ther'£! "'ou} d be safe t:J i!.j, !1u.mt6'rs 0 M~m.c~ rs of "t:!le B:::"ooks family

.- '...'!;: d J; ..."
tn' - G':'"'..,. "," j Pr ~"' e -f""'r n:;'~oco ~,.., a ~':; l.+ 1.. on they we"' em~r_.1.e: ...nvv . e .,a.,y c;;..,-,~. oA.-"'-AI ",V!) _J.. _..I.~' . .

o. d o d .. d 'f h ' h b .Soh 0

nel.grlC,jr'S an w~ trlcSS~ .Legal. O(".iJ..T.er.-:;;; :..~::" sac., C"1:; e~, 0" 1.n

Virgl.n:.a arid TerJr..essee 0 Tf;.er'sfo!"'80 I ha",~e -,,is'.l;:Jlized in my mind' s

+". . 0 ,... . j,' t b . 1 . theye "r161r mar;:1ng "rl~ .J.v:";g ~1:.;~:~ney 'i:;oge'ill8rD mos pro aD Y J.n e

comp<3.ny of other' :f'Cj::lil.i~s 0 I't. is :i.ik'el;:." that Alexander Gray, Jro

ar.d his family ;,j.lsc, xlo..j!';:d -:,0 Ter:.1"Jesse.e fl:"om !'Jorth Carolina abou.t

this t;ime 0

The rJ.ame of JOflrl G~'ay b.ppear's c'.:r..s,isten-t.;l.y in the tax

records of Williams~n Co~).nty from the ~~ear 1808 until the year

l8v 17870
12,/Price f) James Wo, Jorillo Jr'o, HerLt"y T. 0 William~ Elijaho

MaryAnn v and A~ma surv'i.~..red 'their pare:r..ts 0

cJ
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of hi s death, 18)80 so we mus t assu.me that ~he fami.I:," moved to

! Williamsofl County. shor'Uy after the sElle of their Virginia hol.d-
.

ings 0 Details of 'the lives of the John Gr'ay Fam,il.y' members

immediately after .the move t.;, TenrLessee a~e lacking, although

the name of John Gray Ci.ppear's on rlume,r'ous occasions for various

reasons in the legal recor'ds of Williamson Co~Jnty. Land was

bought in 18100 ag~in in 1814, 1816, 1829, 18)0, and 18)5~ there

are no records of any I,and being sold by John Gray. It appears

that in 18140 a move ~las made to the Little Harpeth p~operty

purch~sed in tha.t y'ea.r"o Evidence for' this assumption is an entry

in the Willialnsorl- Co'J.~ty Cour't Minutes of July 40 1814. In ar.

-, order concerning 1"'o:-8d mc.i:.terlance, 0'1 r'6f6rer"~e is made to .'ttLE!

~ , t o ' .~ G "'" 1 ° if (I " f ' t fpJ.an"ta ,10r~ v..her'e tJ v.li!i ray ~ J. ve 0 .. "t 18 c!:""tu.na e or our

resear'ch tttat dUT-Jrlg "tor-Lis period o:f~ Wil1iamsor. Cou.nt"j history

our JohrJ. Gr'ay ,::lnd his sorio Jor.n Gr~yo J:::'" \'iere the only males Cjlr

that rlame making their' residence in tr.e c:ount~.).

TrLere is afi entry in the W,1.1l.:i_amson C':'.U:1ty recc..rds o:f 181513

the.. t puzzles me. t'O::'dsrsd "that JOfJ.TJ. Gra~. ha~"e lett:ers of admin-

istra tion on the estate of Alexa11der Gr'ayo deceased who gave

bond of $400 wj. th James Smith and NicrLolas Perk,ins, his secur-

it,ieso Record letters and qualified accordinglyo" Who was this

J 13, .aInson Courlty Court Minuteso 1 12-1 150 p. 2 20 July
7018150
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Alexander Gray? Johr.'s brother, Alexander, had moved from Burke

) Courity, North Carolina t:o Tennessee by this time and was living

in nearby Hickman County.. 14. (SpeJlcefs History of Hickman County,

Tennessee_15 notes that Alexander Gray vias living on Gray's Bend

in Hickman County \"lhen it Vias established a.s a county early in

1808. There are records of numer'ous land grants issued to Alex-

ander Gray in the early years of Hickma~ Cov.nty. The state

legislature named }-li.m as cr!e of Hickman County's first magis-

trates; he was also elected coroner.) He vias very much alive in

1815, becallse he and his famil~' appear ir! the 1820 Censu.s 0 Could

the. Alexandel~ VitO was deceased in 1815 ha"ve been a son of John

Gray? This certainly seems possible, since the names of the

children of John a~d Anney Gray known to u.S came from legal doc-

uments16 followir.g thei~' deaths a't advanced ages. There is no

,) Alexander among them; it is likely that. there ",vould have "been.

John was a member 01" tr..e G~a'!"Jd Jurv in 1.816; he also served
v

on other .1uries dur'i.ng the peri::>d 1816-1.817. Times were hard or!

'7occasion. I~ 1812, Radian Poe"'" sv.ed. John Gray for a deb.t of

$300 plus $100 d~mages 0 He ~ec,ei ved t:he $300 plus $10 damages.

The War of 1812 saw tV/I:) of Al'1rley" ar.d John's sons enlist.

John and HerIr~' To represented their family in the patriotic effort

vlhich earned Tennessee l.ts reputation as the Volun.teer State.

JOhrl and Anney Gra~' spe:-lt more than 30 years together after

the move, r'elati...'e1y late in life, to Ter...nessee. They died a

1 Infor'ma tion in Virgin:l.a and I~orth Carolirla deeds, tax
and census records confirms this statement.

15/~, li1~tor~r of Hickman Cou.rlt~g W. Jerome Spense ~ 1900.
16/Wi11iamson County Deed Book 0, p. 549-550, July 14, 18)8.

:I - 17/Wi11iamson COU.r'lty C~urt flqin'J.tes, 1812-1815, p. 16, July
,,1 1-6, 18120


